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Why Iran should support this opportunity?
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EXCLUSIVE

In international politics, the signifi-
cance of an event should not be judged
solely by its outward dimensions.
Sometimes, a non-permanent seat on an
international body can offer opportuni-
ties that go beyond the material weight
of the country holding that seat. Tajik-
istan’s bid for non-permanent mem-
bership of the United Nations Security
Council for the 2028-2029 term should
be assessed from this perspective.

The issue is not merely the presence of
a Persian-speaking country in the UN’s
most important security body. Rather, it
is whether Central Asian countries can
seize this opportunity to enhance their
political weight in the international
system, and whether Iran can play an
effective role in helping build such ca-
pacity.

The international system operates less
on the basis of ideals and political dec-
larations than under the influence of
power distribution and competing in-

By Abed Akbari

terests. In such an environment, coun-
tries with more limited economic and
military capabilities have little choice
but to rely on issue-based coalitions,
multilateral institutions and regional
cooperation to strengthen their bar-
gaining power. Despite its considerable
geopolitical importance, Central Asia
has yet to play a role in global deci-
sion-making commensurate with its
geographical position and strategic po-
tential. The region lies at the crossroads
of Russia, China, South Asia, the Middle
East and the Caspian basin. Yet many
of the decisions affecting its security
and future are made outside the region,
without the meaningful participation of
its countries.

From this perspective, Tajikistan’s po-
tential membership of the Security
Council could provide an opportunity to
partially change this situation. The Se-
curity Council is not merely a forum for
issuing resolutions on international cri-
ses; it is one of the main arenas for dip-
lomatic competition, defining threats
and shaping the global security agenda.
Tajikistan’s presence could bring Cen-
tral Asian issues more prominently into
the council’s deliberations. Security in

Afghanistan, the fight against terror-
ism and extremism, drug trafficking,
water resource management, the con-
sequences of climate change, and the
security of communications and transit
infrastructure are among the issues on
which regional countries share common
interests.

This does not mean that one country's
membership alone will alter the dynam-
ics of the Security Council; however,
even under conditions of limited pow-
er, access to an institutional position
can strengthen a country's bargaining
power and expand its capacity to exert
diplomatic influence.

For Central Asian countries, support-
ing Tajikistan should be seen as more
than an act of symbolic solidarity. If Ka-
zakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and
Turkmenistan also throw their weight
behind the bid, a clear political mes-
sage will be sent to the international
system: Central Asia is not merely an
arena for competition among major
powers, but a group of states capable
of taking the initiative and acting collec-
tively on shared issues. Such an experi-
ence, even if limited to a single election,
could pave the way for more effective

patterns of regional cooperation in the
future. Achieving this goal, however, re-
quires acknowledging differences in the
foreign policy orientations of regional
countries and avoiding turning the ini-
tiative into a tool directed against any
of the powers present in Central Asia.

For Iran, too, the issue carries clear
strategic implications. Security and
stability in Central Asia are inseparable
from Iran’s own security environment.
Developments in Afghanistan, competi-
tion over transport corridors, access to
regional markets, security along Iran’s
northeastern borders, and economic
ties across the Caspian basin all affect
Iran’s national interests. Therefore,
strengthening the diplomatic capacity
of countries in this region within inter-
national institutions, provided it is pur-
sued through a constructive approach
based on shared interests, could also
serve Iran’s interests. Tehran should
not view Central Asia solely through the
lens of competition with foreign powers
or bilateral economic relations. The re-
gion is part of Iran’s geopolitical depth
and immediate neighborhood, and its
institutional and political developments
have a direct bearing on the country's

long-term interests.

More importantly, Iran’s support for
Tajikistan could amount to a diplomat-
ic investment involving relatively limit-
ed costs but offering the potential for
long-term returns. Given its historical,
cultural and linguistic ties with Tajiki-
stan, as well as its membership in the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
and the Economic Cooperation Orga-
nization, Iran has several instruments
at its disposal to bolster this initiative.
Consultations with Central Asian capi-
tals, coordination with member states
of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation, making use of the Non-Aligned
Movement's potential, and securing the
support of independent and develop-
ing countries could help improve the
chances of the bid's success. Such sup-
port must go beyond a political decla-
ration and be translated into a concrete
diplomatic program.

Nevertheless, realism requires avoiding
two miscalculations when assessing
this opportunity. First, it Page 2 >
should not be assumed

that Tajikistan will necessarily share
Iran’s position on every issue if it se-
cures a seat on the Security Council.
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of battlefield if US begins new war

C International Desk )

Iran’s Parliament speaker warned that
if the United States launches another
war against Iran, the “geography of

the battlefield will be determined by
the capabilities and resolve of Iran’s
Armed Forces”.

“If the United States makes a mis-
take this time, the geography of the

Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bager
Qalibaf speaks during a parliament session in
Tehran, Iran, on November 15, 2026

ICANA

battlefield will be determined by
the capabilities and resolve of Iran’s
Armed Forces, not by their wishes and
intentions,” Mohammad Baqger Qalibaf
said in an address to an open session
of the parliament on Sunday.

The remarks echoed instructions
conveyed by Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei during a meeting with
senior military commanders late last
month.

Elaborating on Iran’s refusal to toler-
ate a “state of neither war nor peace,”
he asserted that Tehran’s position
would not be determined by whether
Washington preferred negotiations or
war. “If they accept our seven-strong

reasonable conditions, which are the
result of the Iranian people’s sacrifices,
the path to an agreement will be open,”

he explained.

Iran has not detailed the nature of the
conditions, which it has conveyed to
Washington through Qatari mediators.
Iranian officials have, however, noted
that the conditions are generally based
on a Pakistan-mediated memorandum
of understanding that was reached
between Tehran and Washington in
June, but was later completely violated

by the US.

The memorandum features such condi-
tions as cessation of war on all fronts,
removal of an illegal naval blockade
that the US has imposed on Iran, elim-
ination of the US’s illegal sanctions, and

unfreezing of Iran’s assets.

The parliament speaker also described
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC)'s recent unveiling of a new mis-
sile city as a symbol of changing stra-

tegic equations in the region.

eaker: Tehran will determine geography

“This valuable achievement, which was
developed during wartime and under
enemy fire, goes beyond a technical
and defensive accomplishment; it is
a symbol of strategic changes in the
region,” he said.

The US and Israel waged their first
illegal war against Iran, which lasted
12 days, in June 2025. Their second
aggression began on February 28,
2026, and came to a halt in early April
after 40 days.

In both wars, Iran’s retaliatory opera-
tions forced the aggressors to accept
a ceasefire.

Iran has maintained a tight grip on the
Strait of Hormuz since the early days of
the second imposed war amid acts of
mischief by Washington in the region.
The US has also imposed a blockade
on Iranian ports and have tightened
sanctions against Iran to force Tehran
to accept its demands to end the ongo-
ing situation in the region, which has
been caused by the US aggression.

Iran entitled to claim compensation for attacks
not Persian Gulf Arab states: Spox

C International Desk )

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman
rejected Persian Gulf Arab coun-
tries’ demands for compensation
over attacks on their territories,
saying that, “We are the ones enti-
tled to claim compensation”.
Esmaeil Baqaei made the remarks
at his weekly press conference in
Tehran on Sunday, two days after
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council
(Gee) Secretary-General Jasem
al-Budaiwi, in an address to the
UN Security Council, demanded
that Iran pay full compensation
for damage caused by its reprisal
attacks.

“We are the ones entitled to claim
compensation, and we have docu-
mented all the instances in which
regional countries played a role
in assisting the United States and
the Zionist regime in their actions
against Iran,” Baqaei said.

“These findings have been formally
communicated to the countries
concerned through diplomatic
channels.”

He also noted that Tehran does not
take the GCC member states’ claim
for compensation seriously, as they
themselves know how “baseless
and frivolous” it is.

He further warned those states not
to “reopen the old wounds” such as
their provision of multi-billion-dol-
lar financial aid, weapons, and
military support, as well as their
deployment of troops, in support of

People stand in rubble at the site of an Israel and US strike on a police station in Tehran,
Iran, on March 3, 2026.
ISNA

the regime of former Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein during the 1980s’
imposed war on Iran.

“Given that these same countries
actively participated in military
aggression against a neighboring
country by allowing the aggres-
sors to use their airspace, terri-
torial waters, and land to launch
attacks against Iranian territory,
how can they possibly speak of
seeking compensation from Iran?”
he asked.

Meanwhile, the spokesman said
the regional countries that played
adirect or indirectrole in the crim-
inal military assault against Iran
must be regarded as “accomplices
and collaborators” of the aggres-
sors, sharing responsibility for the
crimes committed on Iranian soil.
The US and Israel launched their
unlawful war of aggression against

Iran on February 28 by assassi-
nating the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, along with senior mil-
itary commanders.

Forty days later, on April 8, the ene-
mies were forced to accept a cease-
fire amid Iran’s resistance and
successful retaliatory operations.
In July, the US conducted waves
of deadly air raids on Iran and
imposed a naval blockade of
the country in violation of the
Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding (MouU) with the
Islamic Republic, signed on June
17, to end the war.

In response, the Iranian armed
forces launched devastating strikes
against strategic American targets
across West Asia and declared
the Strait of Hormuz closed to all
traffic.

Tajikistan on the ...

Small and medium-sized countries, like
major powers, make decisions based on
Page1 > their .national. interc?sts,
security considerations

and the constraints of their foreign rela-
tions. Iran’s support should be grounded
in shared regional interests and respect for
Tajikistan’s independent decision-making,
rather than an expectation of complete
political alignment. Second, expectations
of non-permanent Security Council mem-
bership should not exceed its actual capac-
ity.Such membership does not confer veto
power and cannot transform the balance
of power within the Security Council.

However, it provides an opportunity to
take part in negotiations, help shape the
agenda and raise the profile of regional
priorities. Even this limited capacity is
valuable in international politics.

Ultimately, Tajikistan’s bid for member-
ship should be viewed in the context of a
broader question: Do Central Asian coun-
tries intend to remain objects of compe-
tition and power balancing among major
powers, or will they seek to become more
influential actors in shaping the regional
and international order? Supporting
Tajikistan’s bid could serve as a test
of how they answer this question. For

Iran, too, the choice is clear. A country
that seeks to strengthen multilateralism,
enhance the role of its neighbors and pro-
mote a more balanced international order
should support opportunities that help
increase the capacity of regional countries
to act on the international stage. The sig-
nificance of this initiative does not lie in
the optimistic notion that a single seat can
change the global balance of power, but in
the reality that, in international politics,
major changes sometimes begin with
the accumulation of small opportunities
and their transformation into sustainable
capabilities.

IRGC targets US air defense radar
in Bahrain base with six drones

C International Desk )

Blasts echoed over Bahrain on Sunday as
the tiny Persian Gulf nation was rattled by
the second Iranian drone attack in three
days, ending a long lull in strikes during
the US-Israeli aggression against Iran.
Sirens rang out and authorities posted sev-
eral alerts on social media urging residents
to seek shelter, their first warnings since
September.

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) said in a statement that its forces
fired six drones at Bahrain, targeting a US
radar system at Al-Riffa helicopter base in
the desertisland state, which hosts US mil-
itary facilities including a major naval base.
The IRGC said the radar was targeted in the
“second phase of a decisive and crushing
response to [US] aggression.”

“The precise and successful impact of
these drones was heard in various parts
of Bahrain, once again demonstrating the
IRGC’s operational capabilities,” the state-
ment said.

Explosions could be heard around 4:00 am
(0100 GMT) on Sunday, an AFP journalist said,
with residents reporting a second series of
blasts around 6:30 am.

However, Bahrain’s military claimed it
intercepted the attacks, “preventing them
from reaching their intended targets”. The
foreign ministry claimed air defense sys-
tems shot down Iranian drones.

On Friday, the IRGC also said it had
destroyed a US military early-warning
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radar in Bahrain in a precision strike by
its Aerospace Force.

The statement called the Bahrain strike “a
serious warning to the aggressor enemy to
cease its aerial provocations and oil smug-
gling in the Strait of Hormuz.”

The attacks came after the US launched an
attack on a communications tower in Iran’s
southern port city of Sirik overlooking the
Strait of Hormuz.

The Friday’s attack on Bahrain was the
first such strikes since September on US
bases in Arab countries in the energy-rich
Persian Gulf.

Most Persian Gulf Arab countries host
major US military installations and were
targeted in Iranian retaliatory attacks in
the weeks after the US-Israel war on Iran
began on February 28.

During the recent acts of aggression against
Iran, some regional countries allowed the
US to use their territories to launch attacks
on Iran. Tehran had repeatedly warned the
countries about the issue.

S

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist
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Iran reports damage to over 410 water
infrastructure sites to international bodies

C Economy Desk )

Iran has documented damage
to more than 410 points across
its drinking water infrastructure
during two wars with Israel and
the United States and reported the
incidents to international bodies

for follow-up, a senior official at
the country’s Energy Ministry said
on Sunday.

Hasham Amini, the head of the
National Water and Wastewater
Engineering Company, said attacks
during the 12-day war with Israel
in June 2025 and the 40-day war

that began in late February dam-
aged water supply facilities and
infrastructure across the country.
He said the attacks violated inter-
national conventions and human-
itarian law, arguing that civilian
water supply systems should be
protected from military action
under international protocols and
humanitarian principles, IRNA
reported.

“Although international protocols,
as well as the principles of ethics
and humanity, dictate that no
country’s drinking water facilities
and infrastructure should be dam-
aged, our colleagues were able to
restore the facilities to operation
immediately,” Amini said.

He added that these facilities were
quickly brought back into opera-
tion, ensuring that the attacks did
not disrupt the supply of drinking
water and sanitation services to
the public.

Amini said replacement equip-
ment had been deployed to areas
where desalination plants were
damaged, including Qeshm Island,
Sirik and other islands. In some
locations, facilities were restored
to operation within about 24
hours of the incidents, he added.
He said alternative water sources
had also been used in Lorestan,
Hormozgan, Kermanshah and
Isfahan provinces to maintain
supplies that met required quality
standards. On Qeshm Island, other
desalination plants were used to
compensate for damage to one
facility, he added.

Iranian Energy Minister Abbas
Aliabadi also addressed attacks
on water and electricity infra-
structure on March 22, calling on
countries and international orga-
nizations to condemn them and
describing the strikes as contrary
to international law.

Tehran, Kabul discuss agricultural investment,
border trade, Iranian minister says

C Economy Desk )

Iran and Afghanistan discussed expanding
agricultural investment, border trade and
transit cooperation, Iranian Agriculture
Minister Gholamreza Nouri-Qezeljeh said
after meeting Afghanistan’s finance minis-
ter, Mawlawi Mohammad Hassan Akhund,
IRNA reported.

Akhund is also head of the Afghan side
of the two countries’ Joint Economic
Cooperation Commission. The meeting
held in Tehran reviewed current issues in
bilateral economic relations.

“Trade between Iran and Afghanistan
stands at $2.7 billion annually, a quarter of
which is allocated to agricultural products,”
Nouri-Qezeljeh said, according to IRNA.
Border exchanges, customs operations,
faster border crossings, higher trade
volumes and imports and exports were
among the issues discussed, he said.
Nouri-Qezeljeh said Afghanistan was
interested in using Iran’s transit capacity
to reach markets in other countries and
wanted to increase imports of goods into
Iran and exports of goods through Iran to
other countries. Iran welcomed this and
was ready to expand cooperation and
trade, he added.

The minister pointed to Afghanistan’s
climatic potential for developing agricul-
tural and livestock activities and said Iran
was ready to cooperate on training and
investment.

“Some Iranian companies have also
announced readiness for a deeper pres-
ence in Afghanistan’s domestic production
chains and to carry out part of production
activities in this country,” he said.

Such cooperation could help meet

Afghanistan’s market needs and lead to
production of goods for consumption in
Iran or re-export, he said. It would also
involve the transfer of technology and
technical knowledge and investment in
technical and engineering services, he
added.

Nouri-Qezeljeh declared Iran’s readiness
to help with alternative cultivation to pop-
pies in Afghanistan and said Iran was ready
to cooperate in mechanization, livestock
farming, agronomy, plant breeding and
animal breeding,

He cited Iran’s transit capacities as a route
for Afghanistan to access the Persian Gulf
and open waters and said part of Afghan
goods are already transported to neigh-
boring countries through Iran. That trade
could increase, he said, and Afghan inves-
tors could invest in a terminal and port
facilities in Chabahar to raise Afghanistan’s
import and export trade with the world.
A special government working group on
relations with Afghanistan, chaired by
the first vice president and including sev-
eral relevant ministers, has been formed,
and investment in various sectors in
Afghanistan is among the issues it is pur-
suing, he said.

On shared agricultural capacities, Nouri-
Qezeljeh said mechanization, livestock
farming and agronomy were promising
areas. Goods produced in Afghanistan
thatIran needs should be given priority in
purchases, and Afghanistan’s needs should
be met from Iran’s production capacity, he
said.

He also cited technical and specialized
cooperation in plant breeding, animal
breeding, and the supply of veterinary
medicines, vaccines and day-old chicks.

Iranian Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri-
Qezeljeh (rR) meets Afghanistan’s finance minister,
Mawlawi Mohammad Hassan Akhund in Tehran, on
November 15, 2026.

IRNA

Iranian research centers are ready to
train Afghan experts, he said, noting that
a number of Afghan experts recently
attended 10- to 15-day courses at [ranian
agricultural research centers. The centers
are ready to accept Afghan experts and
provide specialized training based on
Afghanistan’s needs, he added.

On trade facilitation, he said round-the-
clock customs operations, simplified bor-
der procedures, increased transit traffic
and joint efforts against smuggling were
necessary to increase trade. Iran is ready
to reopen the Yazdan border crossing and
cooperate in activating border markets, he
said.

Nouri-Qezeljeh stressed the need to make
the Iran-Afghanistan Joint Economic
Cooperation Commission more active and
said good documents for cooperation had
been prepared. Finalizing and exchanging
them could help increase trade, he said,
expressing hope that the seventh meeting
of the commission would be held in Kabul
as soon as possible.

Qeshm plans aquaculture feed plant, dried-fish export hub

C Economy Desk )

Qeshm Island is planning new
fisheries and agricultural projects,
including a specialized aquacul-
ture feed plant, its first dried-fish
export hub and bell pepper cul-
tivation involving three prospec-
tive Russian investors, the head
of the Fisheries and Agriculture
Department of the Qeshm Free
Zone Organization said on Sunday.
Masoud Mormogouei said 38
companies were currently oper-
ating across six shrimp farming
sites on the island, as the Qeshm
Free Zone Organization pursued
plans to expand production and
support businesses in fisheries

and agriculture, IRNA reported.
Mormogouei said five to six com-
panies were also active in shrimp
breeding and nursery operations.
Their activities include breeding,
producing shrimp larvae and pro-
viding nursery services.

He added that about six to seven
companies were involved in land-
based fish farming under the
supervision of the organization’s
industries and mines department.

New aquaculture projects

The organization is preparing
to establish Qeshm’s first spe-
cialized aquaculture feed plant
after attracting investment for a
dedicated production line at Tula

Industrial Park, Mormogouei said.
The plant is designed to produce
eight tons per work shift and is
expected to become operational
within two to three months, he
added.

The island is also planning to
establish its first dried-fish export
hub, with efforts underway to
prepare the necessary facilities
within a month through either
Bahman or Kaveh port. The hub
would allow both industrial and
traditional producers to make use
of the island’s port and commer-
cial infrastructure, he said.

Russian investment
In the agricultural sector,

Mormogouei said mushroom
farming units were operating at
Tula Industrial Park and three
Russian investors had expressed
readiness to invest in bell pepper
cultivation on the island.
Preparations are underway to
facilitate their entry into the
island’s agricultural sites within
amonth, he said.

Bell peppers, eggplants and
other vegetables are cultivated
in Minab, with part of the output
earmarked for export to Russia.
The plan is to use the Russian
investors’ involvement to expand
bell pepper and other crop pro-
duction at suitable agricultural
sites on Qeshm, he added.

ECONOMIC LENS

Sanctions: An instrument of
foreign policy or a mechanism for
redistributing global power

By Mohammadreza HosseiniAliabad A N A LY S I S
Researcher in int’l economics EXCLUSIVE

In the contemporary world, eco-
nomic sanctions are no longer merely
an instrument for exerting pressure
on governments or compelling them
to alter their political behavior.
Rather, they have become one of the
defining components of the global
architecture of power—an instru-
ment situated at the intersection
of economics, politics, and interna-
tional security, reshaping the tradi-
tional boundaries between military
confrontation and economic compe-
tition. At a time when economic inter-
dependence, cross-border financial
networks, and global supply chains
have become undeniable features
of the international system, control
over the flows of capital, technology,
trade, and market access can exert an
influence on international relations
comparable to that of military power.
From the perspective of interna-
tional political economy, economic
sanctions cannot be understood
merely as reactions to the conduct of
a particular state. In many instances,
they reflect structural inequalities in
the distribution of global economic
power. Countries occupying domi-
nant positions within the interna-
tional financial system, payment
networks, capital markets, and
technological infrastructure possess
greater capacity to transform other
countries’ economic dependencies
into instruments of political pres-
sure. In other words, the power to
impose sanctions derives not simply
from political decisions, but also from
states’ structural positions within the
global economy:.

Within this framework, sanctions
perform two functions simultane-
ously: first, exerting pressure to alter
the political calculations and behav-
ior of the targeted government; and
second, constraining that country’s
economic and strategic capabilities
in regional and international affairs.
This dual function raises a fundamen-
tal question: Is the ultimate objective
of sanctions merely to secure political
concessions, or; in certain cases, is the
weakening of a rival’s economic posi-
tion and the reshaping of the balance
of power also part of the underlying
agenda?

The experience of the international
system demonstrates a significant
gap between the declared objectives
of sanctions and their actual conse-
quences. Comprehensive sanctions
can disrupt not only trade and invest-
ment but also access to technology,
financial resources, and international
markets. Yet the effects of these mea-
sures do not necessarily translate
into changes in political behavior. In
some cases, the economic costs of
sanctions are transferred to society,
the private sector, and vulnerable
groups, without achieving the politi-
cal objectives sought by those impos-
ing them. From this perspective, the
effectiveness of sanctions cannot
be measured solely by the severity
of the restrictions. It must also be
assessed in terms of the relation-
ship between the costs imposed, the
extent to which intended objectives
are achieved, and the long-term con-
sequences for the economic structure
of the targeted country.

More importantly, sanctions operate
within the global economy and gen-
erate consequences that extend well
beyond bilateral relations. Financial
and trade restrictions can create
new avenues for commerce, regional
cooperation, and the emergence of
alternative economic arrangements.

The expansion of non-dollar settle-
ment mechanisms, bilateral currency
agreements, and efforts to diversify
trading partners are among the
responses countries have adopted
to restrictions arising from the
sanctions regime. Nevertheless,
these developments should not be
interpreted as evidence that the
dominance of existing financial struc-
tures is nearing an imminent end.
Replacing an international financial
system requires institutional trust,
monetary stability, deep and liquid
capital markets, and efficient pay-
ment infrastructure—conditions that
cannot be established easily or in the
short term.

At the same time, secondary sanc-
tions and extraterritorial restrictions
have turned economic sovereignty
into a serious challenge for states.
When a government can influence the
economic decisions of companies and
financial institutions in other coun-
tries by restricting their access to its
own markets, the very notion of inde-
pendent economic decision-making
faces new questions. Under such cir-
cumstances, even actors that are not
directly targeted by sanctions may
find themselves compelled to recon-
sider their economic relationships
in order to protect their commercial
interests. This transforms sanctions
from a bilateral instrument of coer-
cion into a mechanism for exercising
influence across the wider network of
the global economy.

Nevertheless, economic sanctions
should not be regarded as a cost-
free instrument for those who
impose them. Disruptions to supply
chains, higher transaction costs, lost
markets, and declining confidence
in international financial arrange-
ments can also undermine the eco-
nomic interests of sanctioning states.
Furthermore, the repeated use of
sanctions may encourage countries
to reduce their dependence on infra-
structure controlled by dominant
powers—a trend that, over the long
term, could contribute to the further
fragmentation of the global economic
system.

Ultimately, economic sanctions must
be analyzed beyond the framework
of conventional foreign policy instru-
ments and understood in the con-
text of competition over resources,
markets, technology, and positions
within the hierarchy of global power.
The central issue is that, in today’s
world, power is no longer defined
solely by the ability to generate
wealth. The capacity to control the
channels of production, financing,
exchange, and market access has
also become an integral dimension
of the contemporary concept of
power. Accordingly, sanctions are
both instruments of political pres-
sure and potential mechanisms for
redistributing opportunities, costs,
and advantages within the interna-
tional system.

The future of the global economy will
depend, to a considerable extent, on
whether competition among major
powers can be managed within the
framework of shared rules and eco-
nomic cooperation, or whether it
will increasingly move toward the
securitization of trade and the instru-
mentalization of economic interde-
pendence. The decisive question
is no longer simply which country
becomes the target of sanctions, but
rather which actor has the power to
determine the rules governing access
to the global economy.
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Merz’s €100b wake-up call

Europess costly Iran miscalculation

By Saman Sofalgar
Political researcher

OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

European leaders are increasing-
ly alarmed by the consequences
of the war against Iran. German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz has
recently warned that the con-
flict has imposed more than
€100 billion in additional energy
costs on Europe and argued that
ending the war is an immediate
European interest. His concerns
are echoed across the continent.
European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen reported
that, in just the first 10 days of
the conflict, higher fossil-fuel
import prices had cost Europe-
an taxpayers an additional €3
billion. European Central Bank
President Christine Lagarde has
warned of potentially far-reach-
ing economic consequences,
while Belgian Prime Minister
Bart De Wever has cautioned that
sustained energy-price increas-
es could leave Europe in serious
economic trouble.

These warnings reveal more than
an economic emergency. They ex-
pose a profound strategic contra-
diction at the heart of European
foreign policy. European govern-
ments have spent years present-
ing themselves as defenders of
international law, sovereignty
and a rules-based international
order. Yet, when the United States
and Israel launched their military
campaign against Iran, several
European governments chose
political alignment, operational
accommodation or conspicuous
silence rather than a determined
effort to prevent escalation. Now,
as the consequences reach Euro-
pean households and industries,
those same governments are
discovering that wars encour-
aged or facilitated abroad rarely
remain confined to the countries
under attack. The central ques-
tion is unavoidable: did Europe
underestimate the consequences
of a war it helped make political-
ly and logistically possible?

European rear base:
logistics without
accountability

The strongest evidence of Europe’s
involvement is not necessarily
found in political declarations but
in its military infrastructure. A
March 2026 analysis by Poland’s
Centre for Eastern Studies (osw)
documented how American forces
used European bases, aircraft and
logistical networks in preparing
and conducting Operation Epic
Fury. According to the analysis,
European territory served as a
staging area, logistical hub and
source of military assets. Aircraft,
refuelling tankers and ammunition
stocks were among the resources
involved. The report also identi-
fied the possible use of American
precision-munition stockpiles at
Ramstein in Germany.

Germany’s Ramstein Air Base is
particularly significant. Euronews
reported that the facility played a
central role in coordinating Amer-
ican drone and missile operations
against Iran, including satellite
communications and data trans-
mission. Berlin maintained that
its use complied with interna-
tional law, but that position does
not eliminate the broader political

question of German responsibility
for enabling military operations
from its territory.

This is where European claims
of neutrality become difficult
to defend. A country need not
deploy its own fighter jets to be-
come an important contributor
to a military campaign. Provid-
ing operational infrastructure,
logistical capacity and access to
military facilities can substan-
tially strengthen an ally’s ability
to wage war. There were, admit-
tedly, important differences be-
tween European governments.
Spain opposed the offensive,
while France and Italy subse-
quently restricted certain forms
of American military access. Such
distinctions deserve recognition.
But they also demonstrate that
European governments had
choices and that a more deter-
mined refusal to facilitate the
war was possible.

Double standard at the
heart of European foreign
policy

Europe’s position also raises un-
comfortable questions about the
credibility of its commitment to
international law. The sovereignty

of Iran cannot be treated as less
important simply because its gov-
ernment is politically unpopular in
Berlin, Paris or Washington. Criti-
cism of Iran’s regional power or
nuclear program does not estab-
lish a legal justification for military
aggression. Nor can the objective
of political transformation in an-
other country serve as a substitute
for international legitimacy. The
European Parliament’s assessment
of the March 19 European Council
meeting acknowledged that the
EU was not a participant in the
war and that Washington and Tel
Aviv had not consulted European
governments before launching it.
Yet this admission came after Eu-
ropean military infrastructure had
already played a significant sup-
porting role.

This contradiction weakens Eu-
rope’s international standing. It
also sends a dangerous message
that international law is an absolute
principle when European interests
are threatened, but a flexible con-
sideration when the interests of
powerful allies are involved.

Strategic independence or
permanent dependence?
The Iran war should force Ber-

lin and Brussels to reconsider
the foundations of their securi-
ty policies. For years, Europe-
an leaders have spoken about
strategic autonomy, a stronger
European defence capacity and
the need for an independent
foreign policy. Yet the crisis has
exposed how closely European
security decisions remain tied to
American priorities. Europe has
provided important military in-
frastructure, absorbed economic
shocks and faced growing region-
al insecurity, while having limited
influence over the decisions that
initiated the conflict. That is not
strategic autonomy. It is strategic
dependence.

The economic consequences are
particularly serious for Germany,
whose industrial model depends
heavily on affordable energy, in-
ternational trade and stable sup-
ply chains. A prolonged regional
conflict threatens precisely these
foundations. The European Com-
mission’s Joint Research Centre
has warned that a prolonged dis-
ruption to Middle Eastern ener-
gy markets could reduce EU eco-
nomic growth and push inflation
significantly higher.

The irony is that the govern-

SCMP

ments which once regarded mil-
itary pressure as an acceptable
instrument of foreign policy are
now demanding diplomatic solu-
tions to contain its economic con-
sequences.

Merz is right about one thing:
Europe has an immediate in-
terest in ending the war. But
acknowledging the costs is not
enough. Political responsibili-
ty requires acknowledging the
decisions that helped create the
crisis. Germany and its Europe-
an partners must stop treating
military alignment with Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv as an auto-
matic extension of their own
national interests. They must
insist on an immediate diplo-
matic settlement, meaningful
respect for Iranian sovereignty,
and strict scrutiny of the use of
European territory and military
infrastructure in operations that
violate international law. Europe
cannot credibly claim to be a de-
fender of peace while providing
the logistical foundations for
wars it later describes as eco-
nomically disastrous. The €100
billion figure, if accurately mea-
sured as additional energy costs,
should therefore be understood
as more than an economic warn-
ing. Itis a political indictment of
a foreign-policy establishment
that has repeatedly confused al-
liance loyalty with strategic wis-
dom. Europe’s greatest mistake
was not simply failing to predict
the economic consequences of
the Iran war; the mistake was
the allowing of its foreign policy
to become so dependent on the
military calculations of others
that it could neither prevent the
conflict nor protect itself from
its consequences.

A Europe that genuinely seeks
peace must learn to say no to its
allies when the.ir actions threat-
en international law, regional
stability and Europe’s own long-
term interests. Anything less is
not responsible diplomacy; it
is the outsourcing of European
judgment and the importing of
someone else’s war.

The European
Parliament'’s
assessment ofthe
March19 European
Councilmeeting
acknowledged that
theEUwasnota
participantinthewar
andthatWashington
and Tel Avivhad not
consulted European
governments before
launchingit. Yet this
admission came after
Europeanmilitary
infrastructure had
alreadyplayeda
significant supporting
role. This contradiction
weakens Europe’s
international standing.
Italsosendsa
dangerous message
thatinternational
lawisan absolute
principlewhen
European interests
arethreatened, buta
flexible consideration
whenthe interests

of powerfulalliesare
involved.

People protest against Germany’s role
in coordinating the US-Israeli war
on Iran, outside the US air base in

Ramstein-Miesenbach, Germany, in
April 2026.
AFP
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Deep Dive
War Bill Jolts Some, Not Others
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The British National Security
Strategy document was pub-
lished in June 2025, in circum-
stances wherein, from its per-
spective, the international order
contends with fundamental un-
certainty. This document, com-
prising 55 pages, is considered
the first comprehensive and
full-fledged review of Britain’s
national security strategy since
2010. Although, subsequent to
the aforementioned document,
numerous strategic documents
— including the “Integrated
Review 2021” and its “Refresh
2023” — have been published,
they were presented predomi-
nantly in consolidated form or
as partial updates, such as the
review of the defense strategic
section, and did not possess an
independent and comprehen-
sive approach comparable to the
2025 document. In this respect, it
may be stated that the temporal
interval between this document
and Britain’s previous compre-
hensive document is approxi-
mately 15 years, and its most re-
cent update approximately two
years.

This document is the first holis-
tic document drafted under the
auspices of the previous Labour
government, with a transfor-
mational approach to defense
expenditures. Although the
principal axis of the document
is confrontation with Russia and
competition with China, in this
writing, an attempt has been
made to scrutinize and examine
the document’s approach toward
the Middle East and Iran.

The Middle East appears in this
document as a secondary but
important focus, with three key
functions: first, the principal
source of hybrid threats against
British soil, including terrorism,
illegal migration, and hostile ac-
tivities; second, the theater of
military cooperation between
Britain’s adversaries, particular-
ly the Iran-Russia axis; and third,
a vital region for the provision of
energy security, freedom of nav-
igation, and the preservation of
British military bases.

What is perceptible from the text
of the document is the manner
of directly linking the concerns
of the British working class with
the crises of the Middle East; in
such wise that wars such as the
one between Israel and Iran or
the Red Sea crisis elevate the
costs of living in Britain, increase
the price of energy, and disrupt
supply chains. In the initial sec-
tion of the document, three fun-
damental lessons are enumerat-
ed. First, the linking of foreign
policy with domestic livelihood,
which considers the increase in
costs arising from Middle East-
ern instability as directly im-
pactful upon the lives of the Brit-
ish people, and in this respect, it
appears that this proposition is
justificatory of London’s active
entry into regional equations in
the forthcoming future. Second,

the continuity of collective se-
curity under NATO leadership,
according to which Britain con-
siders itself committed to the de-
fense of NATO’s southern flank,
including the Mediterranean
sphere and the Middle East, and
for this reason, has announced
the historic commitment to al-
locate 2.5% of gross domestic
product to defense affairs until
2027. Third, national focus, ac-
cording to which the challenges
ahead demand nothing less than
national unity, and Britain, for
confronting hybrid threats in-
cluding those originating from
the Middle East, requires the fo-
cus of all pillars of society.

Also, in the initial section of this
doctrine, emphasis is placed
upon this key proposition that
“economic security is national
security,” and defense is men-
tioned as the engine of the re-
newal of the social contract; an
approach that is clearly reflected
in Britain’s new investments in
regional military bases such as
Diego Garcia, Cyprus, Bahrain,
and Oman, in order to increase
its deterrence capacity against
Iran’s missile and drone threats.

But the most explicit and decisive
section related to the Middle East
in this document is its security
approach toward the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, which, in compar-
ison with previous documents,
possesses a far more operational
tone. Based on the provisions of
the document, Britain’s approach
toward Iran is enumerable along
several fundamental axes.

In the first axis, namely direct
hostile activities on British soil,
it claims Iran, alongside Russia,
to be one of the countries that
direct hostile activities including
assassination, intimidation, espi-
onage, and sabotage on British
territory, and the document’s em-
phasis upon “silencing the voices
of critics abroad” indicates that
London considers the Islamic
Republic of Iran a cross-border
threat to its nationals and insti-
tutions.

In the second axis, namely the
strategic cooperation of Iran
and Russia, the document, with
reference to the Ukraine war,
mentions the alleged transfer
of Iran’s missiles and drones to
Russia and classifies this action
among the strategic cooperation
of adversaries for the weakening

London has entered
thefield withthree
key instruments:the
intensification of
sanctionsand legal
measuresagainstiran’s
networksin Europe,
the strengthening of
militaryalliance with
theZionistregimeand
the Persian Gulflittoral
countrieswithinthe
framework of NATO
andtransatlantic
coalitions,and
theemployment

of cyberand
intelligence capability
forrendering

the operational
environment more
difficultforregional
actors.

of Euro-Atlantic security; a sec-
tion that well demonstrates the
linkage between the two fronts
of confrontation, namely Europe
and the Middle East.

In the third axis, namely direct
threat and regional escalation,
the document refers to the direct
military conflict of Israel and Iran
and considers Iran’s destabilizing
actions a threat to Britain’s inter-
ests domestically and abroad.
It also refers to Tehran’s role in
threatening freedom of navi-
gation in the Red Sea through
backed groups such as the Ansa-
rullah (Houthis), which directly tar-
gets Britain’s economic interests.
In the fourth axis, namely oper-
ational instruments of confron-
tation, Britain has placed Iran
at the “advanced level” of the
Foreign Influence Registration
Scheme, in such wise that any
person or institution acting as
Iran’s proxy in Britain is obligat-
ed to declare its activities, and
otherwise will face legal prosecu-
tion and imprisonment. The doc-
ument also emphasizes the use of
sanctions to disintegrate criminal
networks and facilitating agents
aligned with Iran, and intensifies
intelligence cooperation with its
own allies (within the framework of the
Five Eyes agreement) in this regard.
In summary, it may be stated that
the approach of the aforemen-
tioned document toward Iran is
a threat-perceiving, punitive ap-
proach accompanied by preemp-
tive operational measures in the
arenas of intelligence, sanctions,

Strategic

Framework

Then-British prime minister Sir Keir
Starmer (c) speaks during a visit to a
military base in south-east England to meet
with military planners mapping out next
steps in the Coalition of the Willing to help
Ukraine.

X

border security, and judiciary.
Accordingly, it may be concluded
that Britain has passed beyond
the policy of limited engagement
accompanied by criticism of pre-
vious years and has advanced
toward pragmatism and direct
confrontation with the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The National Security Strategy
document, with the acceptance
of the reality of multipolariza-
tion, has also designed distinct
regional strategies that are im-
portant in their own place. In the
Euro-Atlantic sphere, which is
considered the first priority, al-
though the principal axis is Rus-
sia, the document clearly speaks
of the necessity of coordination
with NATO for confronting hy-
brid threats from the south, in-
cluding Iran, and Britain is com-
mitted to strengthening NATO’s
southern flank through coopera-
tion with Italy and Turkey. But in
the Middle East and North Africa,
which is considered a secondary
but vital focus, Britain’s strategy
is pursued at three levels. At the
bilateral level, Britain, with the
countries of the Persian Gulf Co-
operation Council, particularly
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Oman,
seeks the deepening of trade, se-
curity, and investment relations,
especially the development of de-
fense industries and the increase
of arms exports, for the creation
of regional influence, and refers
to these countries as actors shar-
ing “a similar interest in shaping
international norms to mitigate
and manage the effects of great
power competition”.

The strategic framework of the
document is built upon three mu-
tually reinforcing pillars, all three
of which have direct implications
for the analysis of Middle East se-
curity and Iran.

The first pillar, titled “Security
at Home,” includes the defense
of territory, border control, con-
frontation with foreign influ-
ence, and cybersecurity, and in
the regional dimension is clearly
tied to the issue of illegal migra-
tion from the Middle East and
the intelligence activities of Iran
and its backed groups in Europe.
Measures such as the Foreign In-
fluence Registration Scheme and
the intensification of oversight
over financial networks have
directly targeted the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

The second pillar, titled “Strength
Abroad,” emphasizes the
strengthening of collective se-
curity through NATO, the deep-
ening of the alliance with Amer-
ica, and the development of new
partnerships. This, in the Middle
East, means greater coordination
with the Zionist regime through
intelligence exchange and mili-
tary cooperation against Iran, the

The chart summarizes the strategic
framework of the British National Security
Strateqy 2025 and its three mutually
reinforcing pillars.

gov.uk

strengthening of presence at re-
gional bases, and the conclusion
of arms contracts with the coun-
tries of the Persian Gulf littoral.
The third pillar, titled “Increase
Sovereign and Asymmetric Ca-
pabilities,” focuses upon the cre-
ation of asymmetric advantage
through science and technology,
particularly in the sphere of cy-
ber warfare, spy satellites, and
artificial intelligence. For the
Middle East, it enables Britain,
without the need for extensive
ground presence, to monitor and
neutralize the threats of Iran and
its backed groups in the region
through the use of cyber and
intelligence instruments. The
establishment of the National
Cyber Force is a concrete exam-
ple of this strategy, which has on
its agenda offensive cyber opera-
tions against the infrastructure of
adversaries, including probably
Iran’s nuclear and missile instal-
lations.

In sum, the 2025 British Nation-
al Security Strategy document,
despite its principal focus upon
Russia and China, has delineat-
ed the Middle East as one of the
principal foci of instability and
the theater of direct confronta-
tion with the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Accordingly, it appears that
the most important message of
this document is Britain’s pas-
sage beyond the policy of critical
engagement and the adoption of
an active and punitive confron-
tation approach toward Tehran.
London has entered the field
with three key instruments: the
intensification of sanctions and
legal measures against Iran’s net-
works in Europe, the strengthen-
ing of military alliance with the
Zionist regime and the Persian
Gulf littoral countries within the
framework of NATO and transat-
lantic coalitions, and the employ-
ment of cyber and intelligence
capability for rendering the op-
erational environment more dif-
ficult for regional actors.

Based on what has been record-
ed, several strategic consider-
ations for the future of the region
are worthy of reflection. First, the
increase in Britain’s defense ex-
penditures to 2.5% of gross do-
mestic product, although it will
benefit regional allies, may pro-
pel London toward a reduction
of developmental commitments
and development aid in the Mid-
dle East, which itself can foment
greater instability in the poorer
countries of the region. Second,
Britain’s transactional approach
toward regional partners, al-
though it increases operational
agility, may impair the long-term
trust of the Persian Gulf littoral
countries, which seek durable
security guarantees; these coun-
tries have well understood that
London’s principal priority is
Eastern Europe and competi-
tion with China, and the Middle
East occupies the third rank of
importance. Third, a sole focus
upon Iran’s military and intelli-
gence threat, without attention
to the economic and diplomatic
grounds for crisis resolution,
may propel the region toward an
intensification of negative sym-
metries.

The full article was first published
in Persian by the Center for Middle
East Strategic Studies.
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Iran needs tougher tests, Q

after Palestine win

alenoel insists

C Sports Desk )

Iran head coach Amir
Qalenoei said the coun-
try’s young internationals
need to be tested against
top-level teams in friendly
matches to develop the ex-
perience required for the
major tournaments ahead.
Qalenoei made the remarks
after Team Melli defeated
Palestine 2-0 in the first of
its two matches at a four-
team friendly tournament
in Basra, Iraq, on Saturday.
Iran enjoyed the lion’s
share of possession and
created several clear-cut
chances but still had to
wait until the 77th min-
ute to break the deadlock
against the world No. 92
side, which had been re-
duced to 10 men in the
65th minute following a
second booking for mid-
fielder Ameed Sawafta.
Sardar Azmoun volleyed
home Hossein Goodarzi’s
cross into the bottom cor-
ner.

Iran’s second goal was a
replica of the opener, as
Goodarzi, making his inter-
national debut, found his
Esteghlal teammate Saleh
Hardani in the box before

the latter’s sliding volley
sealed the victory with six
minutes remaining.

“It was a very good game.
Palestine had enjoyed a
decent run of results in
its previous 10 matches,
suffering only one defeat.
They are a very good,
well-organized team with
a good goalkeeper, who
could even have been
named the man of the
match.

“We could have scored at
least twice in the first half
and early in the second, but
the Palestine goalkeeper
made some excellent saves,”
the Iranian coach said.
Against the backdrop of
criticism he has faced in
recent years over his aging
squad - the second-oldest
at June’s FIFA World Cup
- Qalenoei has injected
fresh blood into the roster
for the Basra tournament,
with Al Wasl striker Mahdi
Taremi and Tractor cen-
ter-back Shoja Khalilzadeh
among the high-profile ab-
sentees during the Novem-
ber international break.
“During this international
window, we decided to give
young players more play-
ing time, and I think they

Iranian striker Dennis Eckert (24)
is seen in action against Palestine
during a friendly match in Basra,
Iraq, on November 14, 2026.
MOHSEN DAVOUDI/FFIRI

passed the test. However, a
team like Iran, which wants
to give more opportunities

to its youngsters, needs to
play against stronger oppo-
nents,” Qalenoei said.
Qalenoei and his new-look
team will face a more for-
midable test next when
they take on familiar foe
Iraq in the tournament on
Tuesday.

“The match against Iraq

will provide us with a
good opportunity to give
young players a chance to
perform in front of a large
crowd and under difficult
circumstances,” he said.

Qalenoei also explained
the significant changes
to Iran’s starting lineup
compared to the previous

- L

international window in
September, when Team
Melli suffered back-to-back
defeats against Uzbekistan
and Russia.
“These matches are about
giving younger players op-
portunities, so the result
comes second. The result
matters, of course, but we
must use this opportunity
to usher in a new genera-
tion of players for the na-
tional team,” he said.
Asked about the decision
to field debutant goal-
keepers Mohammad Khal-
ifeh and Habib Farabbasi
against Palestine, he said:
“It was part of the many
changes we made for this

¢ F'- match. Our two goal-

keepers made their
international debuts
and performed well. With
two matches ahead of us,
we wanted to give both of
them an opportunity.
“The teams taking part in
the Basra tournament are
good sides. We want to
face greater pressure in
our matches and, as will be
the case against Iraq, play
in front of large crowds.
“Every team needs to face
top-level opposition to see
how its young players re-

spond. We played Belgium
and Egypt at the World
Cup, and before the Asian
Cup, we also need to take
on major opponents in
front of 70,000 to 80,000
spectators.”

The Iranian coach recalled
Iraq’s friendly against
Spain ahead of a previous
World Cup, saying his team
needed similar tests.

“l remember Iraq played
Spain before the World
Cup. We need matches like
that, too. The national team
should be a blend of expe-
rience and youth.

The Basra tournament was
intended to form part of
Iran’s preparations for next
January’s AFC Asian Cup in
Saudi Arabia, before the
flagship continental com-
petition was postponed by
11 months due to security
concerns in the region.
“Before heading into the
Asian Cup, we need to play
high-profile matches to
assess our players’ capa-
bilities in terms of tactical
understanding. Our team
is in good shape, and I be-
lieve we can be among the
teams that perform better
than they did in the previ-
ous edition.”

FIP Junior Asia Padel Cup 2026:
Iran rallies past Kuwait to win boys’ crown

D e T

—

rarem

i
e SRl

- e 2 wuam

e

( Sports Desk )

Iran came from behind to
defeat Kuwait in the final
and secure the boys’ title
at the FIP Junior Asia Padel
Cup 2026 in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, on Saturday.

The victory capped a suc-
cessful campaign for the
country, following the Irani-
an girls’ team’s victory over
Australia to claim the bronze
medal earlier in the day.
Iran got off to a shaky start
in the boys’ final as Par-
sa Zolfaqari and Alireza

Haj-Mollaheydari suffered
a 2-0 (6-1, 6-2) defeat to Ku-
wait’s Abdulrahman Bi-
needan and Ziad Tifouni in
the under-14 contest.
Amir-Taha Dehqani and
Ramtin Rafei drew Iran lev-
el after bouncing back from
a first-set defeat in a tie-
break to win the next two
sets 6-3, 6-4 against Yaqoub
Zainal and Sayed Hashem
Almazeedi in the under-16
showdown, forcing the final
into an under-18 decider.
Iran head coach Arsalan
Mohammadi fielded Alireza

Taqizadeh and Mehrad Man-
souri for the decisive match,
and the duo delivered by
beating Ali Reda and Sulaim-
an Qabazard in straight sets
(6-3, 6-4) to clinch the title.

In the women’s bronze-med-
al match, Yasamin Hassani
and Armita Ezzatnejad gave
Iran an early advantage by
thrashing the Australian pair
of Evelyn Daisy Ferguson
and Frankie Avalon Smith
2-0 (6-0, 6-1) in the under-14
contest.

Iran coach Sahabeh Fard
then fielded Romina Rafei

and Bahar Haj-Mollahey-
dar for the second doubles
match, with the duo also
winning in straight sets (6-2,
6-1) against Ava Garner and
Hope Johns as Iran bounced
back from its semifinal de-
feat to Indonesia in style.
Also featuring Jana Safi,
Delan Bitarafan, Helia Aqili,
Nila Rahimi and Arghavan
Amirkhanlou, the Iranian
team opened its campaign
with a victory over Aus-
tralia before defeating the
Philippines 3-0 to reach the
semifinals.

IRITF

World Para Taekwondo Championships 2026:

Hagshenas ruled out injured as Iran returns to global showpiece
=

The Iranian squad left Teh-
ran on Sunday to take part
in the upcoming World Para
Taekwondo Championships
in Muju, South Korea.

The 11th edition of the glob-
al showpiece will kick off on
Friday, with more than 400
athletes from around the
world vying for glory at the
iconic Muju Taekwondowon
venue.

The Iranian men’s team will
be without 2024 Paralym-
pic bronze medalist Hamed
Haqgshenas, who has been
ruled out with a knee injury.
The squad will still feature
several medal hopefuls, in-
cluding Alireza Bakht - also
a Paralympic bronze medal-
ist who will look to build on

nificant role in the athletes’
bids to qualify for the Los
Angeles 2028 Paralympic
Games.

“Winning gold medals in
South Korea will be difficult,
and predicting how many
of our athletes can reach
the top of the podium is not
easy,” he said.

The Iranian coach also point-
ed to the country’s four-year
absence from the World
Championships, saying the
lack of participation had left
Iran trailing its international
rivals.

“For four years, we have
been unable to take part in
the World Championships
for various reasons, and this
has caused us to fall behind
our international oppo-
nents,” he added.

his gold-winning campaign
in the -80kg class at last
month’s Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Para Games - as well as
Amir-Mohammad Haqiqat-
shenas, Amirhossein Aliza-
deh and Mohammad-Taha
Hassanpour.

In the women’s competition,
Iran will be represented by
Aylar Jami, Zahra Rahimi and
Maryam Abdollahpour.
Haqiqatshenas and Jami
will also enter the World
Championships on the back
of their Asian Para Games
titles, while Rahimi settled
for silver at the multi-sport
event.

Iran men’s head coach Mahdi
Ahmadi highlighted the im-
portance of the Muju event,
which offers 140 ranking
points and could play a sig-

Iran will travel directly from
South Korea to Kazakhstan
to compete in the WT Grand
Prix Final, which gets under-
way in Astana on November
28, with Ahmadi warning
that the tight turnaround
could take its toll on the ath-
letes.

“The short gap between the
two competitions and the
fatigue from travelling will
undoubtedly affect the ath-
letes’ technical performance
and could increase the risk
of injuries,” he said.

Ahmadi concluded that Iran
would be looking to collect
a combined 240 ranking
points from the two tour-
naments to strengthen its
chances of securing plac-
es at the Los Angeles 2028
Paralympics.
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Semnan exhibition highlights

Iran’s handicrafts support drive

( Iranica Desk )

Iran is expanding gov-
ernment support for its
handicrafts sector beyond
production to cover the en-
tire value chain, including
market development, pack-
aging, branding, marketing
and online and in-person
sales, a deputy minister
said, highlighting efforts to
improve artisans’ access to
domestic and international
markets.

Barzin Zarghami, deputy
minister for handicrafts
and traditional arts at the
Ministry of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts, said the new ap-
proach aimed to address
longstanding challenges in
the sector, particularly the
limited scope of govern-
ment assistance and the
difficulties producers face
in bringing their products
to market.

Speaking to IRNA on the
sidelines of the opening cer-
emony of the Sixth National
Handicrafts Exhibition in
Semnan, Zarghami said one
of the main problems facing
handicrafts producers was
the incomplete value chain,
with previous government
support largely concentrat-
ed on production.

“In previous years, handi-
crafts were largely regarded
as a local and home-based
activity, and government
support was therefore
mainly directed at produc-
tion,” he said, adding that
other stages, including
market development, pack-
aging, branding and sales,
had received less attention.
Referring to the recently
approved document on the
handicrafts value chain,
Zarghami said its main ob-
jective was to strengthen all
stages of the sector, adding
that working groups had
been established to oversee
its implementation.

Under the new approach,
support will extend to
market development,
packaging, branding, direct

sales and the promotion of
products through online
platforms and digital mar-
ketplaces.

“Without completing this
chain, producers cannot
gain proper access to mar-
kets,” he said.

He added that the ministry
also planned to broaden
financial assistance, which
had previously focused
mainly on production, to
cover other activities such
as marketing, packaging
and participation in inter-
national exhibitions.
Zarghami also stressed the
need to bring handicrafts
production closer to mar-
ket demand and consumer

preferences, noting that a
gap sometimes existed be-
tween the products offered
by artisans and what cus-
tomers were looking for.

To address the issue, the
ministry is pursuing pro-
grams in design, training
and product development
to help artisans adapt their
products to contemporary
market needs while pre-
serving their artistic and
cultural value.
Standardization and quality
assurance are also among
the ministry’s priorities, he

said, adding that procedures
for assessing product quali-
ty, verifying authenticity and
classifying artisans were
being pursued to strengthen
consumer confidence.

On international activities,
Zarghami said participation
in overseas exhibitions re-
mained a regular part of the
ministry’s agenda. Iran’s
most recent participation
was in China, where arti-
sans and private-sector rep-
resentatives also took part.
He said such events provid-
ed opportunities for Iranian
artisans to become familiar
with international devel-
opments in the handicrafts
sector while introducing
the country’s cultural and
artistic products to foreign
audiences and potential
markets.

The deputy minister also
pointed to plans to organize
an international handicrafts
exhibition, saying such
events could help artisans
promote their products,
establish direct links with
customers and exchange
experiences with their
counterparts.

Meanwhile, Jalal Tajik, di-
rector general of Semnan
Province’s Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Organization, said

the exhibition provided an
opportunity for artisans
from different parts of the
country to promote their
products, expand market
opportunities and exchange
experiences.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the event, Tajik said stron-
ger professional ties among
craftspeople could pave the
way for their participation
in similar exhibitions in
other provinces, helping ex-
pand product visibility and
boost sales.

He also pointed to rising
raw material costs and
marketing difficulties as
major challenges facing ar-
tisans, adding that difficult
economic conditions had
made their work increas-
ingly challenging.

Despite these obstacles, he
said, craftspeople remained
committed to their work
and continued production,
expressing hope that the
government would provide
further support to improve
their working conditions.
The sixth National Hand-
icrafts Exhibition is being
held at Ghadir Hall in Sem-
nan from November 14 to
20, featuring 148 booths
showcasing handicrafts and
handmade products from
across Iran.

< Iranica Desk )

Some structures cannot be
understood simply in terms
of stone, brick and mortar.
They are more than what
meets the eye: they embody
history, preserve memories
and tell stories of an era
when people, despite having
limited resources, possessed
the vision and ingenuity to
create works that continue
to inspire wonder centu-
ries later. Kashkan Bridge,
in Lorestan Province, is one
such monument. It is rightly
known among heritage en-
thusiasts as the “Mother of
Iran’s Historic Bridges.”

In an article, Mohsen Salah-
varzi, Head of Public Rela-
tions at the Lorestan Prov-
ince’s Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization, writes:

In Chegeni, beside the riv-
er from which it takes its
name, stands a structure
that has endured the forces
of nature and the passage of
time for more than a thou-
sand years. Kashkan Bridge
is far more than a crossing
over ariver; it is a stone tes-
tament to a civilization that
took root in this land and
left behind enduring traces
of its existence. Standing be-
fore its remains, one cannot
help but wonder about the
determination, knowledge
and architectural skill that
made such an extraordinary
structure possible in an age
so different from our own,
according to chtn.ir

The original bridge dates
back to the Hasanwayhid
dynasty. Its construction be-
gan in 999 CE, on the orders
of Badr ibn Hasanwayh, and
was completed around a de-
cade later. This alone speaks

volumes about its histori-
cal significance. At a time
when there was no mod-
ern machinery, advanced
engineering technology or
heavy construction equip-
ment, people relied on their
knowledge, experience and
craftsmanship to build a
bridge approximately 320
meters long, with its high-
est point reaching nearly 26
meters.

Its twelve arches are more
than components of an en-
gineering structure; each
offers a window into the
past. The carefully dressed
stones, foundations that
have withstood the river’s
currents and arches built
with remarkable precision
all testify to the expertise
of architects whose names
may have been lost to histo-
ry, but whose achievements
remain before our eyes.
The title “Mother of Iran’s
Historic Bridges” is more
than an honorary expres-
sion. It reflects Kashkan
Bridge’s distinguished
place in the history of
bridge-building in Iran,
rooted in its age, scale, ar-

chitecture and historical
significance. At a time when
transportation routes played
avital role in people’s lives,
the bridge served as an im-
portant regional crossing,
connecting Shapurkhast
with western Lorestan and
surrounding areas.

One can imagine the cara-
vans that once traveled along
this route: horses and pack
animals crossing its stone
surface, weary travelers
reaching the opposite bank,
and communities on both
sides of the Kashkan River

‘Kashkan Bridge withstands test of time

sustaining their livelihoods
through this flow of people
and goods. Countless travel-
ers have crossed the bridge,
countless stories have un-
folded beside its piers, and
countless events have taken
place over the centuries, all
witnessed in silence by its
ancient stones. Those trav-
elers are long gone, but the
bridge continues to preserve
part of the collective memo-
ry of this land.

Kashkan’s significance
extends beyond the con-
struction of the present

structure. Remains of older
structures in the surround-
ing area suggest that this
crossing was also important
in earlier historical periods.
Some of these remains are
attributed to the Sassanid
era, further enhancing the
historical importance of
the site. The surviving Kufic
inscription on the bridge is
also a valuable record of its
construction period, serv-
ing as a stone identity docu-
ment that preserves part of
the monument'’s history for
future generations.

visitiran.ir
Yet Kashkan snouia not ne
viewed solely through the
lens of the past. Today, it
has much to tell us about
our relationship with the
heritage inherited from
previous generations. Cul-
tural heritage does not be-
long exclusively in history
books and museums. It lives
throughout this land — in
the mountains, alongside
rivers, and within villages
and cities. Kashkan is one
such landmark, an expres-
sion of Lorestan’s identity
whose significance extends
far beyond the boundaries
of a single county or even
the province itself.
Nevertheless, the bridge’s
present condition is a cause
for concern. The passage of
time, natural erosion and re-
peated flooding have taken
their toll on the structure.
The 2019 floods also dam-
aged parts of the bridge.
After standing against the
river’s powerful currents for
centuries, this historic mon-
ument now needs greater
attention, care and scientifi-
cally grounded conservation
than ever before.

Lorestan is a land of bridges,
where rivers are more than
waterways and bridges are
more than means of crossing
from one bank to another.
Each bridge is part of the re-
gion’s history of communica-
tion, everyday life, economy
and culture. Every historic
bridge in this province has
its own story, but Kashkan
occupies a particularly sig-
nificant place among them.
Its name is inseparable from
architectural grandeur and
historical antiquity, and it
has become a symbol of the
skill and artistic achieve-
ments of [ranians in creating
enduring structures.
Perhaps the true value of
Kashkan becomes clear-
er when we remember
that countless generations
passed by it, relied upon it
and used it as part of their
daily lives. They are gone,
and their times have be-
come history, but the struc-
ture they built remains. It is
now our responsibility to
pass this legacy on to future
generations — not bearing
further scars, but in a stron-
ger condition befitting its
historical significance.
Today, when we speak of
the “Mother of Iran’s Histor-
ic Bridges”, we must also ac-
knowledge concerns about
its future. This title should
not merely be repeated in
articles, ceremonies and
speeches. It must be reflect-
ed in practical conservation
programs, scientifically in-
formed restoration, histor-
ical research and sustained
attention to the monument.
After all, the value of cultur-
al heritage is measured not
only by its age and renown,
but also by the care we take
to preserve it.
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Pezeshkian says reading can
reshape society, improve governance

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
said on Sunday that reading could
change social attitudes and improve
governance.

Speaking at Iran Book Week cere-
mony in Tehran, Pezeshkian calls
for wider access to books and saying
public officials had a duty to solve
people’s problems as Iran.

“Books helped readers draw on past
generations’ experiences, broaden
their outlook and better understand
society’s challenges.

Reading, he said, encouraged people
to examine their beliefs and behavior
more effectively than commands or
instructions. Books allowed readers

to reach their own conclusions rather
than resist views imposed on them.
Pezeshkian called for mobile librar-
ies to serve villages, with collections
tailored to the needs of local children,
young people and adults. Books, he
said, could help people learn from
history and improve their lives.
Referring to the ethical lessons of the
Shahnameh, Iran’s national epic com-
posed by Persian poet Ferdowsi (c.
935-¢.1020-1026), and works by Iranian
poets and thinkers, he said literature
could foster humility, compassion
and tolerance while discouraging
hostility and division.

“Accepting public office without
working to solve people’s problems
was meaningless. Officials should

study how earlier generations
addressed challenges and adapt
those lessons to current conditions,”
he added.

Pezeshkian urged government man-
agers to read ‘Up and Out of Poverty’, a
book by Chinese President Xi Jinping.
He cited China’s transformation over
40 to 50 years from a poor, underde-
veloped country into a major regional
power able to stand alongside the
United States, saying Iran could also
overcome its difficulties through
knowledge and learning.

He praised librarians, writers, pub-
lishers and others promoting read-
ing in cities and villages, saying they
could change the thinking and behav-
ior of future generations.
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FM calls for tourism push
to offset sanctions

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi on Saturday called for
tourism and handicrafts to be
used as tools of economic diplo-
macy to boost foreign currency
earnings and cushion the impact
of sanctions.

Speaking at a meeting with
officials from the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts in Tehran, Araghchi
said the Foreign Ministry must
help reduce the impact of sanc-
tions by mobilizing the coun-
try’s economic potential while
pursuing diplomatic efforts and

$20m allocated
for publishing paper:

negotiations to lift them.

He described tourism and hand-
icrafts as key instruments of
economic diplomacy and called
for stronger links between Iran’s
border provinces and neighbor-
ing regions to expand trade, eco-
nomic cooperation and tourism.
“Facilitating overland travel
for visitors from neighboring
countries could help unlock this
potential,” he said.

Araghchi pointed to Iraq as a
major tourism market, saying
about three million Iraqi pil-
grims visit Mashhad in north-
eastern Iran each year.

He called for efforts to increase

their numbers and encourage
them to travel to other parts of
the country.

He also urged Iranian embassies
and diplomatic missions abroad
to pursue economic, trade and
job-creation opportunities to
boost foreign currency earnings
and exports.

“Diplomatic missions could help
promote Iranian handicrafts
internationally, expand over-
seas marketing and connect
domestic producers with new
markets,” he said.

Araghchi also identified eas-
ier visa procedures, stronger
engagement with target tour-
ism markets and cooperation
to secure international recogni-
tion for Iranian cultural heritage
sites as areas for joint action. He
said the Foreign Ministry was
ready to provide comprehensive
support for the cultural heritage
ministry’s plans.

Culture Minister Seyyed Reza
Salehi-Amiri thanked Araghchi,
the diplomatic service and
Iranian embassies for safe-
guarding national interests and
helping advance his ministry’s
programs.

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran has allocated $20 mil-
lion to buy paper for its pub-
lishing industry, the culture
minister said on Sunday, as
annual book purchases fell
and publishers faced finan-
cial and wartime pressures.
Abbas Salehi said part of the
funds had been released and
some paper shipments had
arrived, with more on the
way.

“The government was sup-
porting publishers despite
tight financial resources,” he
said.

Speaking at the opening cer-
emony of Iran’s 34th Book
Week in Tehran, Salehi cited
an annual survey showing
that printed books remained
the most popular format.
Some 57.8% of respondents
read print books, compared
with 12.7% who used elec-
tronic books and 15.2%
who listened to audiobooks.
Another 14.2% used all three
formats, he added.

Culture minister

The average annual book
purchases fell to 8.6 volumes
this year from 11 last year
and only 12.2% of people
who read books were library
members, the survey found.
“Paper remained essential
to the country’s publishing
sector and called for stron-
ger public library collections
to help address declining
household spending on
books,” Salehi added.

He said 65 libraries had
opened over the past two
years, while 300 library

projects remained unfinished
nationwide. Completing them
would add 300,000 square
meters of library space.

The ceremony also marked
the launch of 34 mobile
libraries at Mashq Square in
central Tehran.

The vehicles will serve 24
provinces. Six provinces,
Bushehr, Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari, Qom, Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad, Golestan
and Lorestan, received
mobile libraries for the first
time.

South Korean university marks 50 years of Persian studies

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran held a cultural week at South Korea’'s Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies from November 9 to
13.

The week marks five decades of Persian language
education and Iranian studies at the university
through a series of literary, academic and cultural
events.

The program in Seoul, South Korea’s capital,
brought together Iranian Ambassador Ahmad
Erfanian, university officials, professors, students
and alumni.

Erfanian praised faculty members and students
for promoting Persian in South Korea, saying

language education and cultural studies helped
deepen mutual understanding and strengthen ties
between the two nations.

Events included a Persian-language speech con-
test, a translation competition, meetings with
graduates and an alumni gathering for the uni-
versity’s Persian language and Iranian studies
department.

Students spoke about their motivation for learning
Persian and their interest in Iranian literature and
culture.

The closing ceremony took place on November 13
at the Korea Press Center in central Seoul.
Speakers included the head of the Persian lan-
guage and Iranian studies department, the alumni

association president, the head of the Korea-Iran
Council and a representative of South Korea’s
Foreign Ministry.

A video message from South Korean Ambassador
to Iran Kim Jun-pyo was also shown.

Three students were recognized for their transla-
tion work. An exhibition of handicrafts and events
showcasing Iranian culture and cuisine were also
held on the sidelines.

The university’s Persian language and Iranian
studies department was established in 1976.
Over the past five decades, it has trained graduates
and promoted knowledge of Iran’s language, liter-
ature and culture in South Korea.

The cultural week was organized by the department

and the university’s alumni association, with sup-
port from South Korea’s Foreign Ministry, the
Iranian Embassy, the Korea-Iran Research Center,
the Korean Association of Iranian Studies and the
Center for Critical Foreign Languages Education
(CFL).



