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Iran rules out IAEA access to
nuclear sites until war ends o
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involvement in the Iran-US conflict, has tak-
en a more active role in recent weeks, with
several meetings held between Iranian and
Chinese officials. Meanwhile, the leaders of
China, the United States and Russia are
expected to meet in Shenzhen
this week, with the Iran
conflict reportedly among
the key topics on the agen-
da. Speaking to Iran Daily,
Professor Hongda Fan, an
expert on China-Middle
East affairs, said the intensive diplomatic ef-
forts to mediate the Iran-US conflict in recent
weeks appear to be, at least in part, prepara-
tions for the trilateral meeting in Shenzhen.
However, he cautioned that without compro-
mises from both sides, peace would remain
elusive.
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Hongda Fan

IRAN DAILY: How do you assess senior Irani-
an security official Ali Bagheri Kani’s recent
visit to Beijing and his talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, particularly ata
time when the region is facing serious secu-
rity challenges and diplomatic efforts to end
the war remain uncertain? What were the
main objectives of this meeting, and what
political message was China seeking to con-
vey by reaffirming its support for Iran’s sov-
ereignty, security and territorial integrity?
FAN: In my view, Beijing is intensifying its ef-
forts to mediate conflicts in the Middle East, and
the reception of Ali Bagheri Kani is one such ex-
ample. While explicitly supporting Iran’s sover-
eignty, security, and territorial integrity, Beijing
has also t:learly called ff)r resol\./— Page3 >
ing conflicts through diplomatic
means and preventing any further escalation
of hostilities. This has been Beijing’s consistent

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi speaks at a Council of Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization (Eco) meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan, on November 16, 2026. stance. Moving forward, any party that disre-
° mfa.ir gards diplomatic channels or instigates military
strikes will face criticism from Beijing.
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